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Dear Reader; 
 
It was in the mid 1980’s that the bug for writing bit me. I had a multi-office counseling 
practice in San Diego, California, and was quite content in my work. As a way to connect 
with more potential clients, I conducted practical ministry seminars at church and college 
level, conducting lots of research in preparation for teaching. One of the colleges I was 
teaching for was a non-traditional church-based training program called Logos Bible 
College and Seminary. 
  
Vision Christian College, which is now Vision International University, was an affiliate of 
Logos for a short time. Both Logos and Vision, the later originally founded in Australia by 
Dr. Ken Chant, needed textbooks; preferably written from a conservative charismatic 
perspective. They needed to be available for international use perpetually (in other words,
where copyright laws would not hamper distribution). The fact is, many excellent books 
become unavailable, just when you need them the most. They go in and out of print, and 
frankly, most are way over priced for the average Christian consumer. Thus, the 
motivation to write was to fulfill a niche need and to provide quality teaching books for 
students and teachers in the Body of Christ; both for the Western world and especially for 
the nations. 
  
Enclosed in this catalog are books on practical theology, including leadership, counseling, 
bible, and general theology, as well as special books and booklets. Each book was written 
for a specific audience in mind...for believers who desire to increase their understanding of 
the bible and how to practically and effectively apply principles of wisdom from the word 
of God to their lives. I don’t write to hear myself nor to the academic or intellectually elite 
(However, it will take some brain strength to understand me). My hope is that you, the 
reader, will be challenged, encouraged, and entertained to an extent. Beyond all else, I 
trust that you will be blessed as you read from this lifetime (thus far) of work by yours 
truly. 
  
Blessings, and may God be glorified. 
 
 
 
 Dr. Stan DeKoven 
 
Stan E. DeKoven, Ph.D., M.F.T is a licensed Marriage, Family, and Child Therapist and a 
Certified School Psychologist. Dr. DeKoven received his Bachelors degree in 
Psychology from San Diego State University, his Masters in Counseling from Webster 
University, and his Ph.D. in Counseling Psychology from the Professional School of 
Psychological Studies. He has also completed a Bachelors and Masters in Theology, 
and his Doctorate in Ministry from Evangelical Theological Seminary. 



40 Days to the 
Promise 
Dr. Stan 
DeKoven

This is a book born out of adversity, learned in the crucible of experience.    It is 
presented for the hungry believer who deeply desires to grow in God’s grace and 
purpose while preparing for effective kingdom service. 
 
In this book, you will learn of the marvelous miracle of God’s grace, mercy, and 
power.  You will also learn about several other important concepts including: 
 
1. Egypt is a type of sin and of bondage. 
2. Moses was a type of deliverer, savior, and mediator even as Christ. 
3. Moses preached that there is liberty and freedom for those who are in bondage, 
Christ also preached this.  
4. The deliverance of the children of Israel through the Red Sea is a true type of 
trusting in the blood of Jesus. 

This is a book born out of adversity, learned in 
the crucible of experience, and presented for 
the hungry believer who deeply desires to grow 
in God’s grace and purpose, while preparing for 
effective Kingdom service.



5 Steps to Effective 
Christian Counseling
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven 
5 Steps to Effective Christian Counseling and 12 
other words of wisdom for Christian Counselors.

I remember my earliest excursions into the ministry of counseling. I was 14, and for 
no known reason I already had other young people and some adults coming to me 
for advice.   What power…and how scary!   Other than having read my bible through 
once or twice, I was certainly unqualified to give advice on life, I did not even have 
one yet!  Nonetheless, God gave grace.  I learned that when people put their trust in 
you, they deserve your undivided attention and a strong listening ear. 
  
Having been a counselor now for almost 40 years, I have learned a few things. It is 
essential in the earliest stages of counseling to build a relationship.  Really, all of the 
counseling and all of ministry is built on the ability to develop what is commonly 
called a therapeutic relationship.   In this book, I have outlined five steps to help you 
build this type of relationship with your clients. 
  
Whatever your role, these five steps along with some other points of wisdom to 
follow… when practiced judiciously, will keep you safe in your counseling and 
effective for the sake of your clients. They have me!  



Make sure you plan to not just survive, but to thrive. 
Invest in your marriage…with your time, talent, and 
treasure…for your spouse and eventually your children 
are gifts from the Lord love them well…they are worth 
all of your time and investment.

Make sure you plan to not just survive but to thrive. Invest in your marriage…with 
your time, talent, and treasure.  Your spouse and eventually your children are gifts 
from the Lord.  Love them well for they are worthy of all your time and investment.  
 
Keys to Effective Marriage 
• Commitment/Covenant 
• Respect/Love/Honesty with wisdom 
• Communication 
• Vision 
• Purpose 
• Plan 
• Review 
This work by Dr. Stan DeKoven outlines a strategic plan for growing healthy 
marriages and functioning as effective parents. This practical book provides 
poignant insights into being the best spouse and parent we can be, but only in the 
grace of God as we walk in the truth of his word.  

A Biblical Strategic Plan: 
For a Healthy Marriage
Dr. Stan 
DeKoven



The Chinese have a symbol for crisis, which means both 
danger and opportunity. People in crisis, whether self-
inflicted or externally caused, provides for the person 
and those they touch just such an opportunity.

Dr.Stan 
DeKoven 

A Christian Response to 
CRISIS

The Chinese have a symbol for crisis, which means both danger and opportunity. 
People in crisis, whether self-inflicted or externally caused, provide just such a 
dilemma. How is a Christian leader or any person in general, to respond to a 
crisis?  When trouble comes, as it always does, how are we to react to be effective 
care givers in the communities where we live?  In this booklet, a part of our Christian 
Response Series, we discuss the most important points of helping to solve a crisis in 
an effective and clearly biblical fashion.  
Most of the material found in this booklet is taken from the more exhaustive work 
done by this author in the text Crisis Counseling. 
In this very practical book by Dr. Stan DeKoven, a counselor for over 30 years, the 
essential steps to help someone process through to a healthy resolution of crisis are 
presented.  
  
Topics include:  
• A biblical view of crisis  
• Dealing with loss  
• The A B C D’s of crisis management  
• Facing and preventing suicide 
• and much more.  



A Christian Response 
to Family Violence
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven 
The very concept is at best difficult for most 
believers to wrap their minds around. The family 
designed by God, is to be a place of safety and love… 
not hurt and shame.

The very concept is at best difficult for most believers to wrap their minds around. 
The family designed by God, is to be a place of safety and love… not hurt and 
shame. Yet we are painfully aware that spousal abuse, sexual abuse, and neglect 
does happen in Christian homes. We, the church, need to know how to respond in
care, compassion, and justice.  
  
Often the church has failed to respond in a positive way to the cry for help from a 
victim of abuse. I have found there are three primary responses of church 
leadership: The Ostrich approach, The Cancer Approach, and the Healing 
Community response.  
  
In this small but packed book, Dr. Stan DeKoven, Licensed Marriage and Family 
Therapist and International educator presents the key principles and concerns to be 
addressed by professional and lay leader alike, based upon his textbook, “Family 
Violence: Patterns of Destruction.” 



This book deals with the primary elements of 
substance abuse, addiction and treatment. The 
different theories regarding the etiologies of addiction 
are discussed with a view towards efficacious 
treatment and follow up. Included are both the secular-
clinical and spiritual paradigms for dealing with what 
many feel is a “runaway epidemic” around the world.

Dr.Stan 
DeKoven 

Addiction Counseling

In this book, we are going to cover the most important aspects of effectively 
counseling people that are suffering from substance addiction. Further, we are 
going to look at many of the controversial issues and treatment models that go 
along with substance abuse: the disease model, the sin model, and the social 
model.  
 
Some important statistics falling under the heading of etiology are worthy of 
consideration. The statistics would indicate that potentially 87% of all Americans are 
raised in a dysfunctional family. Thus, a significant number of the American 
population have suffered from some sort of severe psycho-social trauma in their 
upbringing.  
 
People do not want to admit these problems. They include divorce, abuse of various 
kinds, being raised in an alcoholic or drug addicted family system or being raised in 
a family where one or both parents were mentally ill. These life circumstances can 
cause a great deal of difficulty for people.    They need the help of a trained and 
equipped counselor.  



Assessment in 
Counseling
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven
This book, primarily designed for students in training 
as counselors, will challenge the reader, and prepare 
them for more effective counseling ministry. 
 

When most students approach a course on psychological assessment, they do so 
with natural trepidation. Questions occur about the need for such tools. Are they 
helpful? Can’t we just “trust the Holy Spirit”?  
  
Well, we certainly do need the Holy Spirit’s guidance when counseling someone. 
However, it is also helpful to gather as much information as possible regarding the 
client before the treatment begins. Many young counselors make serious mistakes in 
counseling people due to a lack of clear understanding of the individual’s, couple’s, 
or a group’s real problems.  
  
The reader will be given the appropriate measurement tools for self-assessment as 
well as other assessment tools that they will need to become proficient as 
counselors. Students will need to experience evaluation from both sides.  That is, one 
must be familiar with the process of assessment from the counselor’s view and the 
counselee’s view. Thus, conducting assessments will be a part of the repertoire of a 
proficient counselor.  



CA T C H  T H E  
V I S I O N
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven
In this timeless book, the reader will learn what a vision 
is, what a vision is not, the Word and vision, vision for 
kingdom services and the releasing of a vision to impact 
the future.

God has given a vision for his church. The church, God’s house, has been likened 
by many writers to a lighthouse. The word “lighthouse” has different meanings, 
and it paints a unique picture. It speaks most literally of a beacon light that will 
lead people to a place of safety. More spiritually, it will guide God’s people in the 
direction that they should walk for the fulfillment of their lives. The church of 
Jesus Christ has been established as a beacon light in the local community, 
showing the world the way to God’s kingdom.  
  
This book has been written to relate how to get a vision; not only the vision 
concerning your house (church), but a vision for your personal house and life. The 
book seeks to answer the question, “what must we do to get a vision from 
God?”  Without a shadow of a doubt, if one does not have a vision for his or her 
life, she/he will aimlessly wander, never fulfilling their destiny in the Lord.  



Chaplaincy  
Ministry
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven
The nuts and bolts of basic chaplaincy service are 
detailed in this work. You will be challenged to serve at a 
deeper and more dynamic level, based upon practical 
wisdom and the Word of God.

Not everyone is called to formal ministry. In fact, most believers are quite content 
serving in a limited capacity in their local church. Though most are not called to 
formal ministry, all are called to be equipped to serve, and there is no greater 
place to serve the Lord than as a volunteer chaplain from a local church. In fact, 
Jesus mandated all true believers to feed, cloth, and visit…especially the prisoners; 
but really, anyone in true need!  
  
Have you been called to serve in a nursing home, children’s orphanage, health 
facility, prison…or any of the many other areas one can serve as a certified, 
equipped chaplain? The question is not the mandate; the question is, are you 
equipped to serve?  
  
In this introductory book, Dr. DeKoven writes and edits material to prepare one for 
successful chaplaincy at an introductory level. The nuts and bolts of basic 
chaplaincy service are detailed in this work. You will be challenged to serve at a 
deeper and more dynamic level, based upon practical wisdom and the Word of 
God. 



Christian  
Education
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven
Dr. DeKoven, president of the Vision 
International Network, promotes the idea that 
Christian education is a task of the church.

Dr. DeKoven, president of the Vision International Network, promotes the idea that 
Christian education is a task of the church. In this introductory text, he presents the 
key principles of Christian education necessary for the fulfillment of the biblical 
mandate. These include the philosophy of Christian education, the dynamics of 
teaching, curriculum development, and the teaching of children and adults. 
  
Christian Education, especially education within the local church setting, is a 
primary vehicle for the transmission of the Christian faith from generation to 
generation.  Throughout the history of God’s dealings with His people He has used 
both formal and informal methods of instruction within the family, and society in 
general, as the way of transmitting the truth of His revelation to mankind.   
  
All educators are keenly interested in the quest for truth.  They are also interested 
in the attainment of excellence by their students and assisting those students in 
developing a worldview that will enhance their daily life and strengthen them for
their future life endeavors.   



Claim Your  
Identity
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven
As a young boy, I lived with a few assumptions…God is…
mom and dad will always be there…food, clothing, and 
shelter, never in abundance, but always available, would 
be magically provided, and the New York Yankees would 
win The World Series (remember, this was the early 60’s).

As a young boy, I lived with a few assumptions…God is…mom and dad will always 
be there…food, clothing, and shelter, never in abundance, but always available, 
would be magically provided, and the New York Yankees would win The World 
Series (remember, this was the early 60’s). Well, life was not always bliss, but I 
assumed it was good. I had little self-consciousness, did not worry about self-
esteem, was not that self-aware or self-assured…just a kid with some assumptions… 
 

Of course, as we mature, or at least get older, life becomes more complex and 
problems arise, like the inability to hit the curve ball. This often erodes our sense of 
worth as human beings. Consequently, our lack of positive self-acceptance, even 
after coming to faith in Christ can be dragged into our spiritual life, creating inner 
conflict and problems relating to God and others. The solution to this problem is 
not self-help formulas or years of psychotherapy, but knowing who you are in 
Christ. If you know who you are, then you will know what to do… living life from a 
place of peace in Christ. 



Crisis 
Counseling
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven
This exploration of crisis counseling is 
presented by Dr. DeKoven, the founder and 
president of Vision International University.

In the United States today, approximately 50% of marriages end in divorce 
(Christian marriages suffer at an even higher rate), thousands of children are 
abused physically and sexually, wives are battered, children run away, over 6,000 
adolescents annually commit suicide, and families disintegrate. The pressures of 
our world are immense and most difficult to cope with. Even in our churches we are 
confronted with the “besetting sins” (Hebrews 12:1) that destroy the circle that was 
to be unbroken. 
 
Over the past few years, it has been my privilege to work with many families who 
were at their breaking point. There has been a renewed interest among secular 
and Christian circles also to recognize and acknowledge the immensity of the 
family breakdown. As impressive as the statistics of divorce, abuse, and self-
destruction may be, there remain mixed views amongst the church of Jesus Christ 
as to how we should approach the wounded or broken family. It is apparent that 
something must be done to stem the tide. 
 
Within this book, it is hoped that you will uncover the dynamics within the family, 
which cause distress and breakdown and learn how to minister to the family and 
its individual members. 



Develop A Pastoral Care 
Ministry in Your Church
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven
Develop A Pastoral Care Ministry in Your Church is a 
combined text from the book Effective Pastoral Care 
in the Local Church by Kathy Smith and 5 Steps to 
Effective Christian Counseling by Stan 
DeKoven.  Church.

Develop A Pastoral Care Ministry in Your Church is a combined text from the book 
Effective Pastoral Care in the Local Church by Kathy Smith and 5 Steps to Effective 
Christian Counseling by Stan DeKoven. Dr. Kathy writes: This combined work offers 
a comprehensive textbook for the course, Develop a Pastoral Care Ministry in Your 
Church.  
 
Why is it important to develop a pastoral team of care approach to ministry? It is 
the essence of the mandate of God for the body to join in unity as one. The church 
is where each individual member of the body comes together to not only get their 
own personal needs met but to also do their part to meet the needs of the other 
members of the body. The body is where each joint (relationship) supplies the 
needs of the church. Pastors were never meant to fulfill all the needs of their 
individual church members, but they were called to train, equip, mentor, and teach 
each member to do the work of the ministry and fulfill their own personal calling in 
the Lord. 



Financial Integrity
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven
The subject of finances is mainly either neglected or 
abused in the church today. There are many 
believers who are living in financial bondage 
because they have been taught it is God’s will for His 
people to be poor. Many proclaim it was God’s will 
for them to be poor and if they tried to better 
themselves they would be going against God’s will 
for their lives.

The subject of finances is mainly either neglected or abused in the church today. 
There are many believers who are living in financial bondage because they have 
been taught it is God’s will for His people to be poor. Many proclaim it was God’s will 
for them to be poor and if they tried to better themselves, they would be going 
against God’s will for their lives.  
  
This position is untrue and unbiblical, as we will soon see. At the same time there are 
believers living in bondage because they have been taught prosperity is a sign of 
faith. Thus, if you do not have an abundance of things then you are not spiritual. 
Consequently, people live above their means, often by going into debt, trying to 
keep up the appearance of prosperity. Even though they look prosperous to the 
outsider, they are in financial bondage. These are the two extremes when dealing 
with finances.  
  
The truth is in the middle. It is the purpose of this book to bring a balanced Biblical 
view, leading to Financial Integrity. 3 John 2:2 Beloved, I pray that you may prosper 
in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers. God is interested in our 
finances. The Lord is just as interested in our financial prosperity and physical 
health as He is in our spiritual prosperity.  



Fresh Manna
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

Fresh Manna is not a comprehensive book on 
hermeneutics; it is an introductory text, with a 
specific design to whet the appetite of the reader to 
desire to read and study the word of God for the rest 
of their life.

A burning concern of most Christian leaders is to see their congregational 
members learn to study God's Word in an effective and systematic fashion. Most 
Christians read the Word, some study it for a certain purpose (like writing a Bible 
College paper), but few truly study in a systematic fashion. 
  
They want to grow deeper in the things of God. To ensure that one will stand in the 
day of temptation the Christian must have knowledge and wisdom.    Knowledge
comes from reading and meditating on the Word of God.    Wisdom is the 
application of God's Word to the individual’s life. 
  
Fresh Manna is not a comprehensive book on hermeneutics; it is an introductory 
text, with a specific design to whet the appetite of the reader to desire to read and 
study the word of God for the rest of their life. As a lifelong learner, one who is 
enamored with the Book of all Books, my prayer is that it helps the student dig out 
the nuggets of truth falling more and more in love with the Lord of the Book…Jesus.  



From A Father’s Heart
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

This book is a book of guidance and wisdom from a 
father and counselor who has been there. Dr. 
DeKoven has experienced the excitement and 
concern of watching his daughters head off into the 
big world,

The why of my writing is quite simple. I desperately care for my children and 
have always desired to lay a foundation for successful living. This desire 
carries far beyond my children…my hope is to positively impact many other 
children. You see, I have often wondered what my life would have been like if I 
would have had clearer and more comprehensive information and guidance 
from God’s Word.  
  
All good parents and mine were good, do their best in their role. A primary role
of a father is to transmit/transfer history, essential components of life from 
generation to generation. Historically, this has been done orally through the 
storytelling of family life. Thus, as a scribe did in the Old Testament, I am 
compelled to write what the Lord has whispered in my ear; through His Word, 
kind friends and even enemies met along life’s road. 
  
With these thoughts in mind, the essential concepts contained within this text 
are offered to my daughters, now my granddaughters, and grandson, and to 
sons and daughters everywhere, from a father’s heart. 



From Hurt to Healed
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

The need for care and caregiving of Christians and non-
Christians alike is an art form requiring skills and a heart of 
compassion. The needs of human beings are complex, and 
the solutions to these complex problems require 
knowledge, insight, and understanding. The majority of 
home fellowship leaders, elders, deacons, and even pastors 
often avoid the important pastoral function of caregiving.

The need for care and caregiving of Christians and non-Christians alike is an art 
form requiring skills and a heart of compassion. The needs of human beings are 
complex, and the solutions to these complex problems require knowledge, insight, 
and understanding.    Many home fellowship leaders, elders, deacons, and even 
pastors avoid the important pastoral function of caregiving. Though most believers 
do not require long-term care, all need understanding, empathy, warmth, respect, 
and discipleship.     This requires knowledge of the kinds of problems people 
generally face and how to address them with wisdom.  
  
In this booklet, the key elements of caregiving for lay leaders are presented with a 
focus on the biblical, while minimizing the theoretical. A practical solution is 
presented along with processes to assist in uncovering reasons for maladaptive or 
dysfunctional behavior and guidance to help someone overcome problems and 
move forward in their Christian walk. The question for most leaders is not if 
caregiving will be done, but will we be effective in the process and do no harm to 
those God has placed in our charge. I hope this book will help the reader to be used 
by God as a minister of grace and mercy for the precious souls in need of Christian 
care. 



Grace and Truth
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

Grace and Truth…the words seem simple, but are so 
full of meaning. For years, having been raised in a 
more traditional denomination emphasizing a form 
of holiness, I yet believing in God’s sovereign grace, I 
struggled to find balance.

As believers, we know intuitively not to put our trust in mammon which is the biblical 
term for the world system.  As much as I love the United States and still grieve the 
loss of the 9/11 victims, I acknowledge that my primary loyalty is to Christ.  We have 
no king but Jesus, and all our national allegiance must be subordinate to the 
Kingdom of God.
  
Grace and Truth, these words seem simple; but they are full of meaning. For years, I 
was raised in a more traditional denomination emphasizing a form of holiness.  Yet I 
believed in God’s sovereign grace, I struggled to find balance. Balance between 
thinking I am free to do whatever I want and believing I might do something wrong 
and garner God’s horrible wrath.    
  
In this book, Grace, and Truth: The Twin Towers of a Father’s Heart, I try to find true 
balance between these teachings.    John the apostle used these two words to 
describe the very essence of who Jesus was and is, which essentially presents who 
the Father is. So, join the journey with me, as we explore the twin towers of the 
Word… Grace, and Truth. 



Grief Relief
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

All human beings will eventually face a significant 
loss, and will have to deal with it to the best of their 
ability. No one wants to grieve, but the process of 
grieving or mourning is necessary for true health to 
be restored.

Significant life transitions or transitions of any kind are an opportunity for 
pastors, psychologists, counselors, and lay leaders to help hurting people 
experience grief relief and enter a process which leads to comfort and victory. 
This book has been specifically written to help the counselor, pastor, lay-leader
minister, and the hurting person to: 
  
1. Recognize the grief relief process. 
2. Accept it as normal. 
3. Learn to work through the process with the transforming and sustaining  
power of Jesus Christ. 
  
I pray that the tools of ministry which God has given to me in my counseling 
practice, will help each person reading this book learn how to reduce the 
trauma of loss in their life, and increase the thrill of their Christ-centered walk. 



Group Dynamics
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

Second only to the study of God is the study of 
human behavior. Of particular interest is how people 
related to one another in groups, and how groups 
affect individual lives, for good or ill.

Second only to the study of God is the study of human behavior. Of particular 
interest is how people relate to one another in groups, and how groups affect 
individual lives, for good or ill. This book investigates how people interrelate with 
each other, sometimes in the most subtle of ways, and influence each other.  
  
Of special interest is how groups within the life of the church can be used to benefit 
the Body of Christ, the family of God. Several issues related to group interaction and 
types of groups will be discussed, including: 
  
 • Counseling Related Groups 
 • Recovery groups 
 • Growth Groups 
 • Principles of Psychology and Theology as applied to groups 
 • Dynamics of Group life in Local church 



Help I Am a Parent!
Dr.Stan
DeKoven

My hope is that this small book will be of practical 
help for parents who have the courage to “raise up 
children in the way they should go, with confidence 
in the Lord that when they are old (long beyond the 
teen years for certain) they will not forget what they 
have learned, but indeed pass it on with greater 
success to the next generation.

That is a bit of a mouthful, but I hope you get the point. Most people parent 
according to patterns unconsciously absorbed from their own childhood 
experiences, good or bad, which is modified or impacted by the culture in general, 
and specific cultural influences such as media, education, and yes, the church. In 
effect, most parents start out with the best of hopes and dreams but tend to parent 
on autopilot, rather than with a plan to fulfill the dream. The truth be told even for 
Christian parents, rarely do we consciously look at what God would desire in our 
parenting, or what the outcome should be from our parenting experience.  
  
My hope is that this small book will be of practical help for parents who have the 
courage to “raise up children in the way they should go, with confidence in the Lord 
that when they are old (long beyond the teen years for certain) they will not forget 
what they have learned, but indeed pass it on with greater success to the next 
generation. 
 



Homiletics
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

“Homiletics: The Art of Preaching” was written with 
the called and gifted in mind, and focuses on the 
theory and practice of biblical preaching. (Christian 
Religion)

This was written with the called and gifted in mind, and it focuses on the theory and 
practice of biblical preaching.  As pastors, teachers, evangelists, or men and women 
in training for the same, the proclamation of the Word of God is an essential part of 
our overall ministry.  So important is the ministry of the Word that even the needs of 
the poor widows were considered secondary.   Thus, it must be a primary focus of 
our calling as men and women of God. 
  
In this book the reader will learn some of the most important aspects of effective 
and persuasive preaching, it is provided to you with keen insight by some master 
preachers.    Each contributor has many years of outstanding preaching and 
teaching experience in a variety of fields and settings.   
  
Much can be learned here when judiciously applied.    It will enhance the student's 
ability to communicate the dynamic truth of the glorious Gospel of Christ.   As with 
anything, without practical application the learning process will be incomplete.  Our 
prayer is that application will be made to the "whosoever will" in the highways and 
hedges of the world. 



Human Development
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

This is the second edition of the book originally 
crafted by my dear friend, mentor and now member 
of the great cloud of witnesses, Dr. Joseph J. Bohac.

This is the second edition of the book originally crafted by my dear friend, 
mentor and now member of the great cloud of witnesses, Dr. Joseph J. Bohac.  
  
Both Doc Bohac and I gained much of our understanding of human 
development from being acutely interested in people. We were/are observers, 
and we have studied much in this dynamic field.  
  
We are not really academics!    Perhaps more accurately, we are practitioners 
and we have written this book to be read by students who may not do much 
additional study in the field of Human Development. Thus, although we believe 
it is scholarly, it is not written for the advanced scholar, but for the average 
person who is also fascinated with God’s special creation…mankind.” 



I Want to be Like 
You Dad
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

The desire of so many in the body of Christ is the 
primary theme of this latest book by Dr. Stan 
DeKoven.

I thought the most judicious way to discuss generational patterns was to examine 
the model of my own family life and be willing to uncover some of the skeletons in 
my own family closet.     Using this approach, I believe you will come to understand 
the theological and psychological patterns for reconciliation - in the relationship 
with ourselves and God, and with one another. 
  
There is hope for the family in that I have found that the restoration and rebuilding
of the father image is possible; if we are willing to walk the difficult route of being 
vulnerable. That is, being willing to face ourselves as we really are and allow the 
Lord by His Word to transform us according to His pattern. 
  
This book will trace the ways we develop destructive patterns within our family life, 
and then clearly present the dynamic process of developing new patterns which will 
lead to liberty and victory in Christ! 



Journey Through the 
New Testament
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

The New Testament survey has been written with 
three audiences in mind.   The first target “audience” 
is the teacher of the Word of God who is searching 
for a concise guide to this awesome topic.

There is no greater book than the Holy Bible. To the Christian believer, the words of 
Christ and the purposes of His church found in the New Testament are vital to life 
and growth. There is no greater calling than the call to the ministry of that Word.  
 
This book has been written with three audiences in mind. The first target “audience” 
is the teacher of the Word of God who is searching for a concise guide to this 
awesome topic. The second group is the individual Bible college student who needs 
a thorough overview of God’s Word, given in a book-by-book fashion, to lay some 
foundation for further biblical study. The final group is the adult learner (age 14 
years and above) who wants a quick grasp of the Bible as God’s special revelation 
to mankind. 
 
As you begin the New Testament journey, keep an open heart so that the Holy 
Spirit, who originally inspired the revelation of Scripture, will bring understanding 
and revelation to you. God’s precious Word is truly a lamp unto your feet, and a 
light into your path. Hide the Word in your heart (Psalm 119:105). 



Journey Through the 
Old Testament
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven
Journey Through the Old Testament is the first 
installment of a two part survey of God’s Book, the 
Bible. It will give the student a sound understanding 
of the Bible’s structure and help build a foundation 
for understanding both the Old and the New 
Testaments.

Journey Through the Old Testament, like its companion book, Journey Through the 
New Testament, has been written with three audiences in mind. The first is the 
teacher of the Word who is searching for a concise guide to this awesome topic. The 
second is the individual bible college student who needs a thorough overview of 
God’s Word. The final audience is the adult who wants a quick grasp of the Bible as 
God’s special revelation to mankind.  
  
The OT consists of thirty-nine books. In these books we find the history of God 
dealing with his people, and it is the foundation for revelation to come in the New 
Testament. Many scholars have stated that there is no need for the study of the OT. 
They feel that only the Gospels and the Book of Revelation matter.  This concept is 
absurd. All of God’s Word is precious and significant. Jesus and the apostles taught 
from the OT. 
  
The most difficult part of doing anything, is to merely begin. Whether reading a 
book, starting a diet, or pursuing a new career, motivating oneself to begin the 
journey is the key to ultimate success. So, take the first step…. begin by opening the 
book and allowing the Holy Spirit to guide you in the revealing of God’s truth.  



Journey to 
Wholeness
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

Dr. DeKoven, a professional counselor & educator, 
presents through a typology of child development, a 
process for growth and change.

In time, all children are to grow in responsibility, characterized by John as young 
men.  Young men must be overcomers (meaning they will face battles mainly within 
the self) by having the Word of God abide (intimate understanding of Christ and the 
Word) in them so that when temptations and trials come, they can overcome as 
Christ did through the Word of God. 
  
Our goal is maturity, described by John as fathers.    Fathers have a unique 
relationship with Christ.  They know him, not as children do, by identification but by 
experience.   As Paul stated, “That I may know him, in the power of his resurrection, 
and in the fellowship of his suffering, being conformed unto his death (Philippians 
3:10).”    Fathers know God’s works, but also his ways.    They are not perfect, but 
sufficiently mature to help others on their journey in Christ. 
  
As you read this book, I trust you will be able to utilize this information to bring 
about necessary changes within your own walk with God, and to become truly the 
man or woman of God that you desire to be. 



Keys to Successful 
Living
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

Not many start the day with a sense of gloom and 
doom…at least they don’t want to start that way.

It is never too late to start building God’s Vision for your life! Scripture tells us that 
Moses was at least 80 years of age when he started on his journey into the will of 
God for his life. If you have ever had the desire to serve God in your life, you must 
remember that He has never changed His mind about you!  
  
We are required by God to share the vision or goals that He has laid out for us, with 
others in the Body of Christ.  Besides vision, the building of God’s dream requires at 
least two additional things: trained and prepared people of vision, and the 
necessary resources.   
  
Ezra, the scribe, was a man of great vision. He had a dream, a plan with its origins in 
the heart of God, for building the Kingdom of God for his day.   As we look at Ezra, 
we will discern vital patterns and principles that will assist us in building God’s dream 
for us in our generation. Whether it be a church, a mission field, or a Bible College, 
the principles are the same as far as God is concerned. 



Leadership in the 
Church
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

In this introductory work on Church Leadership, Dr. 
DeKoven presents keys to effective leadership, which 
flows from the life of the leader.

I have become convinced that a primary cause of leadership stagnation is a lack of 
healthy activation.    In Ezekiel 34:16, God’s word states the message presented here 
in beautiful summation are the key elements of ministry leaders must re-focus on.  
  
First, we must seek the lost…the great commission motivated by the Great 
Commandment must be our first passion.  Following a close second is to bring back 
the hundreds and thousands of formerly churched into the fold.   We are missing a 
huge resource for expanding God’s Kingdom through the many disgruntled and 
disenfranchised Christians needing a leader to care.   Third, we must re-double our 
efforts in helping the broken, and strengthening the sick in our ministries. 
   
In this introductory work on Church Leadership, Dr. DeKoven presents keys to 
effective leadership, which flows from the life of the leader. Godly leaders with a 
servant’s heart are vitally needed in evangelical churches, requiring skills and a sure 
calling. The leadership skills needed for effective congregational care are described 
through the various identified roles a Spiritual Leader assumes. 



Living in Freedom
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

Freedom, true freedom is defined in many ways. 
Some would include in their definition the ability to 
do whatever I want.

In this introductory work on Church Leadership, Dr. DeKoven presents keys to 
effective leadership, which flows from the life of the leader. Godly leaders with a 
servant’s heart are vitally needed in evangelical churches, requiring skills and a sure 
calling. The leadership skills needed for effective congregational care are described 
through the various identified roles a Spiritual Leader assumes. 
  
Freedom, true freedom is defined in many ways. Some would include in their 
definition the ability to do whatever I want.    They may also focus on physical, 
psychological, or financial freedom. Well, freedom is an important topic for 
believers and those who will soon become believers alike. In North America 
especially, freedom in all its various expressions is seen as a national right.  
  
In this small book, Dr. Stan DeKoven, teacher, counselor, and leader of leaders 
tackles this topic of freedom from a biblical-theological perspective, with practical 
application. As one of his “Walk in Wisdom” series books, the goal of this work is to
make clear what freedom is, and what it is not, and is designed to assist men and 
women discover and walk in the freedom Christ has provided for us.  



Marriage and Family 
Life
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

In this latest edition of Dr. DeKoven’s book Marriage 
and Family Life, the principles from the Word of God, 
necessary to have an effective and God pleasing 
family are presented with humor and grace.

This book is written as a teaching/training tool for pastors, counselors and church 
leaders who desire to be a part of stemming the tide of family dysfunction and 
providing a firm foundation for marriage and family life. It is the authors’ 
assumption that a major function of the church is to rebuild the walls of people’s 
lives and to repair the breaches or broken places. (Isaiah 58:12) 
  
To repair or restore the broken places takes knowledge and wisdom. The 
knowledge required is acquired by thoroughly understanding the intent of the 
original builder. Since God is the author of the family, and His word is the manual 
containing the foundational plan, we must seek His plan and purpose first. Wisdom 
speaks of the application of God’s principles to the exact areas of need, with grace, 
mercy, and love. 
  
Every man and woman called to marriage and family life have a supreme desire to 
be successful in this life-long endeavor. The circle of love is to be unbroken. To 
ensure greater success there must be a thorough understanding of God’s plan.  



Mentoring Mandate
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

You may never receive a double portion of another 
man or woman of God’s anointing or gifting, but you 
can grow and mature in your own, just as Timothy 
did under Paul’s tutelage.

In scripture, there are two primary illustrations of training for men and women in 
ministry…really three when you consider Jesus, which of course, we always should. 
In the Old Testament, the Bible relates a spiritually significant story of the elder 
Prophet Elijah whose mantle of authority and anointing was passed on to his 
servant, Elisha (2 Kings 2). The mantle was old and worn. It had served Elijah well. It 
was with him, enduring the cold lonely nights in the wilderness. He had used it to 
wrap himself when he prayed.  
  
The mantle was with Elijah on Mt. Carmel as he confronted a wicked king and 
backslidden Israel and called down fire from heaven. For years, Elisha shadowed 
Elijah. They ate together. They traveled together. They prayed together. Elisha 
witnessed the mighty manifestation of God’s power as Elijah ministered in 
supernatural power and authority. Years later, when he and Elisha stood at the 
Jordan River, Elijah took the mantle in his hands and struck the river. The waters 
parted, and they walked together across the river on dry ground. 



Mourning to Dancing
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

Mourning into Dancing Saying Goodbye to Grief In 
this book, Dr Stan focuses on: Chapter One: There is 
Hope.

Mourning into Dancing Saying Goodbye to Grief.    In this book, Dr Stan focuses on: 
Chapter One: There is Hope. In time we can experience life again; it requires process, 
grace, faith, and time. Chapter Two: Understanding the Mystery. Not one of us is 
immune to grief. Grief comes to everyone. Chapter Three: The Word Works.  
  
Grief is a biblical concept. We see it throughout the Bible. Chapter Four: Say 
Goodbye; Say Hello. Your Christian walk affirms death, loss, and grief as a natural 
part of life. Chapter Five: Grief Relief; Fifteen tips to expedite the mourning to 
dancing process. Chapter Six: Joy Comes in the Mourning. These are seven points 
God gave Dr. Stan when hope was gone.  



New Apostolic 
Reformation
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

Dr. DeKoven probes the reasons why New Apostolic 
Churches are such a driving force for the Kingdom, 
showing through careful research that they are, from 
their roots up, biblical churches.

It is my hope that you will take a serious look with me at the key reasons every local 
church should have a dynamic, Spirit-led Bible college program for the training of 
God’s people, moving them into their individual gifting and calling. 
 
There are many wonderful institutions of higher education that train men and 
women for service: the best laboratory for training engineers, computer scientists, 
mathematicians, lawyers, etc., may well be a centralized university with ample 
resources. In like manner, the best laboratory for training Christian leaders for 
service within Jesus’ Church is the local church in each city. 
 
There are many excellent programs (See Appendix II) which will help establish such 
programs as ours, training leaders to fulfill the vision God has for them. We must 
follow the New Testament pattern of equipping people in local churches, and then 
releasing men and women of God into dynamic, life-changing ministry. 



New Beginnings: 
A Sure Foundation
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven
Journey Life is a journey (1 John 2:12-14). Our natural 
journey begins with conception; our spiritual journey 
begins with our new birth in Christ. As with all 
journeys there are certain principles that, if we 
adhere to them, will lead us to our destinations.

Life is a journey (1 John 2:12-14). Our natural journey begins with conception; our 
spiritual journey begins with our new birth in Christ. As with all journeys there are 
certain principles that, if we adhere to them, will lead us to our destinations. Of 
course, take a wrong path and you could end up nearly anywhere. Jesus states, “I 
am the way, the truth and the life. No man comes to the Father but by me.” (John 
14:6)  
 
There is a journey…there is a way; our relationship with Jesus is a way to our 
success, and having the Father is our destination (fulfilling our purpose). This book is 
written to help you, the new student, to learn the very principles necessary to follow 
Jesus fully, to come to know the Father intimately, and fulfill your destiny.  
 
Heaven is a wonderful, eternal byproduct of being born again. However, as 
wonderful as this is; we are born again to first see then enter the Kingdom of God. 
The kingdom includes heaven, as it is God’s rule over everything everywhere, but our 
journey is primarily on earth, preparing for heaven, by seeing and entering the 
journey of life to fulfill our kingdom purpose. John the Apostle, who was closest to 
Jesus during his ministry in Israel, describes our journey in three stages: children, 
young men, and fathers. (1 John 2:12-14) 



On Belay!
Dr.Stan
DeKoven

“I feel that On Belay! is a great text in providing a 
solid understanding of the counseling process. It is 
written in a way that is very logical and 
understandable, and is easy to read. It does a great 
job of covering the basics of pastoral counseling. I 
strongly agree with the Christian Worldview that is 
presented in it.” 

In the French tradition of the sport of mountain climbing, the lead person climbs to a 
safe place and secures the safety lines.   The call from the climbers below is "Belay 
On?" (Is it safe to come on up?) If it is safe the lead person will answer "On Belay!" (It 
is safe). Thus, equipped Christians are to be like the lead man, leading others safely 
along their journey toward Christian maturity.  In the words of Paul, the apostle, this 
writer beseeches you to be reconciled to God and then become a minister of 
reconciliation to others.  
Since our first seminar on Christian counseling held in San Diego, California, my hope 
has been to see thousands of men and women properly equipped to minister grace 
to others with skill and confidence. This book, along with the entire series of books 
on counseling and care giving from Vision Publishing, have been used by thousands 
to bring hope and healing to those needing reconciliation, equipping the church for 
caring ministry. I trust this latest edition of the work will further equip and strengthen 
Christian caregivers for effective ministry in the body of Christ.  
  
Among the important topics covered: 
• Why Christian Counseling? The Biblical Mandate  
• How We Become Who We Are • Problems in Human Dynamics  
• The Process of Counseling Ministry  
• Spiritual Dynamics of Christian Caregiving 
 



Open Heaven: Living 
in the Favor of God
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

In this book, “Open Heaven Living in the Favor of 
God,” the authors present the concept of Heaven on 
Earth from a biblical perspective, both Old and New 
Testament.

In this book, “Open Heaven Living in the Favor of God,” the authors present the 
concept of heaven on earth from a biblical perspective, both Old and New 
Testament. They will chronicle events that have occurred, and continue to occur in 
Wagga Wagga, Australia… as a testimony of God’s visitation. It is a divine encounter 
of word and spirit, or grace and truth… touching real people where they live.  
 
This has happened as the church and especially its leadership, have embraced two 
simple but profound truths…  
 
• Heaven is open. Thus, God is always with us, ever forgiving and fully empowering 
us by his grace.  
• God wants us to live from the place of abundant blessing and rest… becoming all 
that we already are in Christ, having received all blessing in Christ; for we are in him 
and he in us in eternity now! 
 



Parenting on 
Purpose
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

In this highly practical guide, Dr. Dekoven 
emphasizes the vital nature of parenting, patterns to 
be repeated and avoided, God’s goals for parenting, 
and more.

There is no such thing as a perfect parent.    There are all different kinds, in all 
different shapes, sizes and colors with different temperaments, different styles of 
discipline, teaching and training.    They run in style from hands on constantly, to 
totally hands-off.  Many have had parents who have been wonderful blessings and 
others have had parents that the very thought of brings anxiety into their lives.   
  
In this volume we are going to look at several important concepts.    First, what is 
parenting about.  Secondly, the purpose that God has for everyone called to the role 
of parent.    We will also explore the similarities that can be found in children, and 
several different concepts with practical application of those concepts for our 
individual lives as parents.   
  
In this highly practical guide, Dr. Dekoven emphasizes the vital nature of parenting, 
patterns to be repeated and avoided, God’s goals for parenting, and more. 



Passing the Baton
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven
This manual is a gift of our experience in developing 
a Coaching ministry for the local church. It is 
intended for those who have a similar sense of 
purpose and a vision from God to follow. It is 
designed to be informative, instructional, 
and    inspirational. All the information contained 
herein is intended for your use as you develop your – 
Coaching Ministry.

Launching Your Christian Coach Practice, like counseling or discipleship, requires a 
set of disciplines and techniques designed to guide a person into new decisions and 
opportunities. Unlike counseling, this discipline is not looking for the negative effects 
of the past to overcome, nor is its spiritual formation alone, but a unique 
relationship designed to determine and enhance strengths to help someone reach 
their maximum potential in the Lord. Thus, once someone is equipped to coach 
(which hopefully you have already completed a coaching program), your skills will 
be of limited benefit if you do not let the world know that you are a coach on a 
mission! This manual is a gift of our experience in developing a Coaching ministry 
for the local church. It is intended for those who have a similar sense of purpose 
and a vision from God to follow. It is designed to be informative, instructional, and 
inspirational. All the information contained herein is intended for your use as you 
develop your – Coaching Ministry. 
 



Patterns of 
Destruction
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

In this seminal work by Therapist and Educator Dr. 
Stan DeKoven, the full ramifications of family 
violence are exposed and dismantled.

It was 1984 when my former associate and I first began working as counselors with 
the Domestic Violence and Youth Diversion programs of the San Diego City Police 
Department. I never thought that much of my focus in therapy over the next few 
years would be with victims of family abuse, either past or present. 
 
My leading in that direction should not have seemed such a surprise. We had long 
been desirous of developing our counseling ministry with specializations in what 
seemed to be the most needed fields of concern: dysfunctional families, adult 
children of alcoholics, adults molested as children, etc. These kinds of individual and 
family problems have been on a steady increase. My hope is that my knowledge 
and experience will be expressed in wisdom for those who suffer and for clinicians 
and pastors who desire to be "wounded healers." 
 
In this seminal work by therapist and educator Dr. Stan DeKoven, the full 
ramifications of family violence are exposed and dismantled. From a proper 
understanding of the dynamics leading to abuse, rooted in family dysfunction, to the 
treatment of victim and victimizer, Dr. DeKoven presents the truth and destroys the 
myths of family violence, from a strongly psychological and theological perspective. 
 



Peaceful Pursuit
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

What are we chasing? This was the question that 
came to mind after observing many church services 
from diverse groups of Christians in different parts 
of the world……My point is simply this: As believers in 
the 21st century, are there things we must do to 
ensure our life in God is moving in a healthy 
direction?

What are we chasing? This was the question that came to mind after observing 
many church services from diverse groups of Christians in different parts of the 
world. My observation was this: There seems to be a rather frantic pursuit of all 
things spiritual in certain circles. In contrast, many in the body of Christ seem 
complacent, happy to simply go to church and disengage from evangelism, 
missions, or even real fellowship. It is said that wildfire is better than no fire at all, 
but I suppose even that depends on the winds and where one is standing.  
  
My point is simply this: As believers in the 21st century, are there things we must do 
to ensure our life in God is moving in a healthy direction? If there are, what are 
those things, and more succinctly, should the things we pursue be revival, renewal, 
refreshing, or retirement? Maybe I am just getting old (that really goes without 
saying), but my questions come down to: What are we to rest in? What are we to 
strive for?  
  
One thing seems sure. Whether rest or pursuit, it all (should) begins with Christ and 
ends with Christ. Thus, this question has been on my mind, and I dare say on the 
minds of many others in Christendom. It is a question I hope you will explore with
me, as did the wonderful congregation of Frequency Church in Fontana, California, 
a congregation lead by Pastors Gary, Gina, and Kalina Holley. 



Power of Prayer
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

There have been many books written on the subject 
of prayer, but this book is especially targeted at men 
and women who want their prayer to work!    It is 
Bible based and directly to the point.

There have been many books written about prayer; but this book is especially 
targeted at men and women who want their prayer to work! It is Bible based and 
directly to the point. You will find it to be a helpful aid as you pray. Our life here on 
earth is constantly shaped by our prayer life or the lack of it.  
  
Our whole Christian experience is based on our fellowship and relationship with God 
through prayer. God is moved by the prayers of His people as well as the prayers of 
all sinners.  
  
Above all else, God desires a relationship with his children. For prayer to be effective 
it must be based on a biblical understanding.  
  
This book is written to awaken in you the desire for a deeper relationship with our 
loving Father. It will challenge you to learn how to pray effectively and get results 



Prelude to a 
Requiem
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

In the Upper Room, Jesus makes final preparation of 
his leaders, and does so through a roller coaster ride 
of ups and downs, highs and lows.

The word requiem comes from (requies, rest) re (again) quies (quiet); thus, related 
to the quiet rest of those who enter their rest in Christ. 
  
Traditionally, a requiem was a mass for the dead, a mass for the repose or rest of 
the soul or souls of the dead.    It was also used as a celebration of the death of a 
loved one presented in music. A requiem can be seen as any musical service, hymn, 
or dirge for the peace of the dead, a dirge in song, chant, or poem. 
  
In the upper room, as we will discuss in some detail how Jesus lays aside his royal 
robes, and ministers in humility to his friends.    Further, he welcomed, even called 
forth his betrayal, while preparing his workers for the inevitable conclusion that 
opens the door to their and our future.  If you will, the Upper Room is the setting for 
Jesus’ last will testament, the beginning of the end that leads to a new and most 
glorious beginning. 



Research Writing 
Made Easy
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

A guide to writing college papers, the Master’s thesis, 
the Doctoral dissertation, and the Doctoral project 
with ease, efficiency, and accuracy!

Writing a college research paper, a graduate level thesis or dissertation, or doing a
doctoral project can be a frightening prospect!  The purpose of this book is to take 
the fear and frustration out of the process so that you complete the task with 
success and a smile on your face.   We respect what you have achieved thus far in 
your academic career and we are excited about what lies ahead for you.    That is 
why we want to help you. 
  
Between us we have written more than fifty books plus many training programs, 
articles, and research reports.    We have supervised and evaluated hundreds and 
research projects—undergraduate through doctoral.  Each of these projects required 
the same processes of planning, gathering information, organization, and
expression into words to convey facts, persuade, and motivate other people. 
 
We will pass on what we have learned: the systems, the rules, and especially the 
shortcuts!    We have tried to keep the explanations brief and clear.    The technical 
aspects of form and style follow the Publications Manual. 



Setting the House 
in Order
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

This brief book by Dr. Stan DeKoven provides some 
insights on the church and his view of changes that 
would help the church more effectively fulfill its 
mission in the 21st century.

A new generation is merging with a desire to return to authentic NT patterns of 
Christianity, centered on the teachings of Christ, the Apostles doctrine, prophetic 
vision, and proclamation. The Lord is setting his house in order. The order of the 
house; the materials to build with, the plans and purposes of God can be found in 
the written revelation of Christ. Paul stated the church is to be founded on the 
Apostles and Prophets (Eph. 2:20), Christ himself being the corner of the building.  
• The Apostle - Many debate the legitimacy of modern-day apostolic ministry. 
The viewpoint of this book is that this gift is active and essential for the next 
(final) move of God.  
• The Prophet - Further and equally foundational in building God’s Kingdom, 
speaks primarily of the OT prophets and prophecy now fulfilled in Christ, and 
confirmed both trans-local and local through the ministry of the prophet. The 
prophet in proper office is to speak the mind of Christ, the vision for the house 
into the local corporate body of believers. 
•  
Most churches in the 21st century have been built on pastoral ministry or by 
teachers and evangelists in the office of a pastor. Pastoral ministry, as with all 5-
fold gifts to the church are vital for spiritual maturity (Ephesians 4:11-16). 
However, foundations are to be built by the gifts fundamental to the process—
the Apostle and Prophet. 



Seven Reasons
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

Why Every Local Church Should Have A Ministry 
Training Center – It is my hope that you will take a 
serious look with me at the key reasons every local 
church should have a dynamic, Spirit-led Bible 
college program for the training of God’s people, 
moving them into their individual gifting and calling.

The times are changing. The belief is that the world is reachable for Christ, more 
now than at any other time in history. We are asking the Lord of the harvest for 
laborers, and new apostolic schools put feet to the prayers.  In this book, we discuss 
seven key elements of these schools which provide significant insight as to why they 
are effectively preparing leaders in the 21st century. 
 
Not all believers are called to church leadership, but all can serve, whether in the 
local church or the church in the workplace.  It should be the goal of every spiritual
leader to see the 80% of inactive Christians activated into service. 
 
A greater goal is to see the kingdom of God expanded through church 
planting.  Establishing New Testament churches everywhere is the key to revival.  It is 
my hope that every local church congregation, cooperating with other 
congregations in the locality, work to see every believer is trained, activated, and 
released into God’s harvest field.   



Strategic Church 
Administration
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

In Strategic Church Administration, author and 
educator Stan DeKoven presents from a strong 
biblical perspective, keys to effective government 
(administration) for ministry life.

For many administration has become a “dirty word.”    Most of us would like to 
devote ourselves to prayer and the ministry of the Word (Acts 6:1-6) exclusively.  Yet, 
church ministry requires administrative skills and capabilities.  Without them, as the 
Apostles found the church cannot fully function.  
  
You will note that there is provided here a model for incorporation of your ministry. 
It is provided for general information, not specific implementation.    It is strongly 
recommended that, if you need assistance in incorporation, that you contact a 
qualified ministry consultant.  
  
Church management and administration must flow from a biblical model and 
understanding of church government.  Government flows from Christ as head of the 
church; through the Holy Spirit, the administrator of the church through 
gifts/offices/five-fold ministry; through elders/deacons and the ministry of all 
believers (every joint supplying).   These concepts are key to our understanding of 
Strategic Church Administration.   



Strategic Life Plan
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven
Life coaching is a rapidly growing field of practice 
and knowledge designed to assist people develop 
both personally and professionally. The life coach 
guides clients, rather than patients, toward meeting 
their goals and dreams.

Life coaching is a rapidly growing field of practice and knowledge designed to assist 
people develop both personally and professionally. The life coach guides clients, 
rather than patients, toward meeting their goals and dreams. The emphasis is on 
“producing action and uncovering learning that can lead to more fulfillment, more 
balance, and a more effective process for living”. Life coaching is in many ways an 
extension of executive coaching, with the specific goal of helping an executive 
achieve higher levels of success in business and life.  
  
Life coaching is in its infancy compared to professions involving psychology, social 
work, sociology, and business. The life coach does not have to have a degree or a 
certification, but it is certainly desirable. Adult education is a broad term including 
formal college education, job related training, community education, or self-
improvement. Adult education emerged from the training and development field 
expanding outside of organizational development to community and higher 
education venues. Coach training programs are adult education programs as they 
are targeted towards adult learners, facilitated by adult educators, and promote 
professional and personal development.  
 



Supernatural 
Architecture
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven
New…2nd edition just released!    In Dr. DeKoven’s 
Supernatural Architecture, the life of the church is 
presented from a church growth perspective, and 
within the paradigm of the New Apostolic 
Reformation.

Since the time of “The Reformation” under Luther, Calvin and others, the church has 
been in a constant state of reform. In fact, The Reformation did not go back far 
enough in its search to reform and renew, and the results of this can be seen in the 
fragmentation of the church in the world today. Unfortunately, much of what was 
reformed still included many traditions of men and religious dogmas. For example, 
though this book will not address the topic of eschatology, both eschatology, the 
study of the end times, and ecclesiology, the dynamics and structure of church life, 
remained relatively unchanged from the time of Luther until today but times are 
changing.  
 
To clearly ascertain what the Lord intends for his church, we must go back to the 
beginning…even before the time of Christ, to determine God’s original intentions. The 
church, in the Old Testament and New, were dynamic, powerful, purposeful, and 
supernatural. As the church of the 21st Century moves forward, it must look back 
and rediscover the principles and patterns of the supernatural architecture found in 
scripture. In this second edition of Dr. DeKoven’ s work, the life of the church is 
presented from a church growth perspective, and within the paradigm of the New 
Apostolic Reformation. 



That’s the Kingdom 
of God
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven
This book presents key elements of the Kingdom of 
God for practical daily usage. The Kingdom of God, 
though vital in our understanding, is not a 
monolithically difficult construct to grasp.

As a young man my focus vacillated between a desire to win souls and holding on 
to escape the tribulation mentality. My belief, immature as it was, was that the 
Kingdom of God was delayed, that it was for the future millennial reign of a 1000 
years. The Jewish believers without the presence of the Holy Spirit would somehow 
establish the Kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ to reign forever. 
 
It took several years of research to convince me that my earlier, most sincere 
teaching on the kingdom, was more than misinformation. The former teaching took 
from me a clear understanding of God’s ultimate purpose in the earth. The 
Kingdom of God is not future but was inaugurated by Christ and is administered on 
the earth by the Holy Spirit and will be consummated when Christ returns at the end 
of the age. 
 
This book presents key elements of the Kingdom of God for practical use. The 
Kingdom of God, though vital in our understanding, is not a monolithically difficult 
construct to grasp. All believers have been born again to enter the Kingdom of God, 
understand its principles, and function as full-fledged members. 



The Bible in Counseling
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven

The Bible in Counseling is designed to be a useful 
guide on what to do and what not to do with clients 
in regards to God’s word.

The Bible in Counseling is designed to be a useful guide on what to do and 
what not to do with clients in regard to God’s word, and as a resource for the 
Pastor or Christian Counselor desirous of effectively understanding, from a 
biblical and psychological view, key issues facing God’s people in church life 
today.



The God Filled Life
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven
Instead of asking what do I want… why not ask 
yourself, “What Does God Want?” A study based on 
the author’s book, What Does God Want?

A study based on the author’s book, “What Does God Want?” One night I 
began to think about what I wanted, only to realize how very selfish and in 
many ways irrelevant that question was and is. Instead, I asked the question, 
“What does God Want?” It did not take long before I began to see that my 
focus of prayer, only too common in our highly me-oriented culture, was truly 
in the wrong direction.   As an effective believer I needed to be clear on what 
God wanted. I needed to line my life up with his divine intention and help 
others do the same. This work is designed to answer this important question. 



The Healing Community
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven
The church has been called to be a Healing 
Community for the wounded who will inevitably 
come into the local church.

One of the historical functions of church life and the role of pastoral ministry is to 
provide healing for the wounded soul. Although most churches and pastors agree 
with the need to assist the discouraged and dysfunctional in their congregation, few 
churches and pastors are adequately equipped for the task.  
  
How to Start a Counseling Ministry: The Healing Community for the Local Church 
was written for the equipped counselor or pastor. That is, one who has been trained 
in the healing ministry of counseling, and wants to provide quality, professional care 
to the members of the congregation and the community at large. Written from a 
local church perspective but also with professional counselors in mind, Dr. DeKoven 
presents the nuts and bolts of establishing a Healing Community for the local 
church, a counseling center designed for both in reach (care for the congregation) 
and outreach (as an impactful evangelistic tool to the community).  
  
In this highly practical work, Dr. DeKoven provides to the reader a systematic 
approach to developing, organizing, marketing, and managing a successful Christian 
Counseling Ministry.  



The Laws of Christ
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven
Dr. DeKoven has taken a most familiar passage of 
scripture and presented a teaching on it that is both 
practical and profound.

Dr. DeKoven has taken a most familiar passage of scripture and presented a 
teaching on it that is both practical and profound. This foundational teaching 
is found in Matthew 5; commonly called the Beatitudes or the Sermon on the 
Mountain, and subsequent teachings. These teachings by Christ, no doubt 
repeated and embellished by him in his earthly ministry, were to fulfill and 
complete the Laws of Moses, for the one greater than Moses was truly here, 
Jesus Christ.  
  
In this brief study, the author presents four of the key laws of Christ relating to 
the topics of anger, purity, honesty, and love. Each is presented with humor 
and grace, along with timely insights from this timeless teaching of Christ. 



The Overcomer’s Life
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven
For several years the author reflected on an 
important question. In Christ, what was, that is, what 
is history or past, what is, or what is our present 
reality and what is to come.

For several years, the author reflected on an important question. In Christ, what was, 
that is, what is history or past, what is, or what is our present reality and what is to 
come; what remains a future reality in God, from an eschatological perspective. The 
primary text preached from was the Book of Revelation, chapter 1, verse eight. 
  
In my initial study of John's Revelation of Jesus Christ, I was struck with the lack of 
proper syntax of the writer; should it not say who was, who is and who is to come? 
Certainly, that is the way it is sung in our modern choruses. Yet, in keeping with the 
concept that John was no doubt intentional in his recording of the vision that he 
received from the Lord, I had to assume the significance of the way he presented 
this passage of Scripture. 
 
I approached the sermon series with an expectation of learning some new things. 
So, the study here is launched in the order of the passage, beginning with the I AM 
who is, followed by the I AM who was, and then the I AM who is to come, all of which 
speaks of God's Almighty power. 
 



Transferring the Vision
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven
One of the hopes of every teacher, especially 
teachers of God’s word is to see evidence (fruit) that 
what is being taught is actually being learned by the 
student.

One of the hopes of every teacher, especially teachers of God’s word is to see 
evidence (fruit) that what is being taught is being learned by the student. In 
Jesus’ ministry, a primary focus of his teaching was to ensure that the 
disciples “understood all these things” (Matt. 13:52). Transferring the Vision has 
been written with a similar hope, that teachers will know the joy of seeing 
students grow in wisdom and knowledge as the vision of the instructor is 
received by the student.



Transformation
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven
One thing we know is inevitable in life…life never 
stays the same. We may be growing by God’s grace, 
or may be resistant to change, but no matter how 
hard we try, we cannot resist change. Though 
change cannot be resisted, it can be managed, even 
benefited from it, and we can certainly participate in 
the changes we face.

Reconciliation is the message of an exchanged life. Transformation is but the 
outworking of what Christ has already accomplished for us through his death, 
burial, resurrection, and ascension to the throne…and of course, we are seated with 
him, far above all created things. We must, if we are going to discuss change or 
trans-formation, recognize that as believers we do not start from zero, but from the 
finished work of Christ which makes us already whole, complete, perfect (mature), 
and fully capable of fulfilling our divine destiny.  
  
We may be growing in God’s grace, or we may be resistant to change, but no 
matter how hard we try, we cannot resist change. Though change cannot be 
resisted, it can be managed, even benefited from it, and we can certainly 
participate in the changes we face.  This book is all about helping us to know what 
and how to change, to become all God has created us to be. 



Visionary Leadership
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven
This work was written especially for pastors who are 
training and developing young men and women to 
meet the need for positive leadership.  This volume is 
useful as a primary teaching text for leadership 
related bible classes, Sunday Schools or youth 
training.

My hope is that man will hear the cry of the city, and develop a “Vision for their 
community,” and consider taking a place of leadership where maximum impact can 
occur. For those that do, challenge will certainly await them. But, with every 
challenge, when we are humbly submitted to the Lord, he will empower us to go 
beyond our natural capabilities and enjoy the fruit of spiritual leadership. Souls will 
be saved, men and women discipled, missions fulfilled, and God’s Kingdom will be 
extended.  
  
This work was written especially for pastors who are training and developing young 
men and women to meet the need for positive leadership. This volume is useful as a 
primary teaching text for leadership related bible classes, Sunday Schools, or youth 
training. 



Walk in Wisdom
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven
Wisdom is the principle thing, get wisdom. Walk in 
Wisdom, based upon the 2013 sermon series 
preached at Pastor Gary and Gina Holley’s Fontana 
Christian Center International Ministries, in Fontana, 
California. The focus of the book is to provide insight 
into the important topic of wisdom.

The focus of the book is to provide insight into the important topic of wisdom. 
In this work, Dr. DeKoven covers several topics of importance for the person 
wanting to walk in God’s will.  
  
They include:  
• Living Life as God Intended – by intention  
• Guidance for the Journey of Life; practical principles for powerful living.  
• Identity – Who We Are 
• Living Life in the Wisdom of God by Intention with Discipline 
• Walk in Wisdom: Choose the Right Gate; making right choices 
 
Adapted from a book of practical wisdom for teenagers, this helpful work will 
be a blessing for young and old alike. 



What Does God Want?
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven
The author of this book, Dr. Stan DeKoven was stuck 
with a nagging question, after listening in to the 
prayers of God’s people. 
 

This book is written for Christians desiring to understand the biblical principles for 
ethical behavior in the world we live. Principles are presented, while avoiding (for the 
most part) specific ethical dilemmas or assuming to answer every problematic 
quandary. Further, it is hoped that the reader will gain a perspective and passion to 
see a return to biblical perspectives of life and conduct that will affect our prayer 
and service.  
  
God has given clear instructions as to how we must live our life on this earth. With 
him there are no gray areas. Everything is either right or wrong, black, or white. 
Ethics in general relies upon natural instincts and reason as its foundation. In 
Christian ethics however, we must act by the Word of God as the foundation for our 
decisions.   The Word of God provides ample guidance for life decisions… following 
his principles help us achieve an ethical life before God and the world. 



Wisdom Keys
Dr.Stan 
DeKoven
In late 2017 I began to write a series of short 
devotionals designed for leaders, especially teachers 
of the Word of God working with students desiring to 
be leaders in life and the church.

In late 2017, I began to write a series of short devotionals designed for leaders, 
especially teachers of the Word of God working with students desiring to be leaders 
in life and the church. I really had no idea how many of these I would write, and I 
have never desired to write a devotional.    I get bored too easily and lack the 
discipline to stick to a daily devotion.    I figured others would be bored with what I
would produce as well.  
  
Faithful to what I believed the Lord wanted me to do, I wrote through the bible, on 
themes that relate to leaders, or at least on things that interested me as a bible 
man myself. Thus, what we have is a year’s worth of short writings, from Old and 
New Testament sources.  Included is my twist on their meaning and application for 
leaders and folks who want to be. It is my hope that reading these short two-minute 
messages will provoke some thought, inspire deeper devotion, and get you thinking 
about the importance of your leadership and the need to raise up healthy leaders 
for the next generation. 



If you want to pay us a visit: 
Come to our office every day except for the weekends, 

P.O. Box 1680, Ramona, CA 92065 | 760.789.4700 or Toll-free: 1-800-9-VISION 

Happy reading, everyone!

Thank you for choosing us ! 


